
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



CURRENT LITERATURE. 

BOOK REVIEWS. 

The Desmids. 

About thirty years ago Professor Otto Nordstedt of Lund (Sweden) 
began to study the Desmidiaceae. He has written some two dozen con- 
tributions to our knowledge of the group, among which should be men- 
tioned that upon the fresh water algae found by Mr. Berggren in New Zea- 
land and Australia. No one is better fitted than Mr. Nordstedt to undertake 
the laborious task of preparing the fine volume devoted to the bibliography 
of the group ' which has been so long the object of his studies. One has but 
to consult the citations of certain authors, such as Archer, Ehrenberg, West, 
Wolle, etc., to be surprised at the exactness of reference to small notices 
which can be found with difficulty even in the greatest libraries, and at the 
diligence which must have been necessary to discover them. In the 
midst of such a vast number of citations the occasional omission of small 
notes or announcements of no great importance is not surprising, and detracts 
nothing from the notable merit of the work. Among these omissions are 
noted Agassiz, L., The vegetable character of Xanthidium, Proc. Am. Ass. 
Adv. Sci. — : 89-91. 1850; Bennett, A. W., Movements of desmids, Am. 
Nat. 20:379-380. 1886; Hastings, W. N., How to collect desmids, Am. 
Micr. Jour. 13: 11 3- 116. 1892, and The Microscope 12:147. 1892; Hitch- 
cock, C. H., Swarm spores of Closterium, Am. Micr. Jour. 3:76-77. 1882; 
Petit, P., Preserving conferva and desmids, Jour. Roy. Micr. Soc, Am. 
Micr. Jour. 2:75. 1881, and Am. Jour. Micr. 6 : 1 37. 1881 ; Turner, W 
B., Staining desmids, The Microscope 5 : 275. 1885, Process for mounting des- 
mids, Jour. Roy. Micr. Soc, Am. Micr. Jour. 7:58. 1886; almost all of 
which are cited in Miss Josephine E. Tilden's"A contribution to the bibli- 
ography of American algae" {Minn. Bot. Studies, 1895). Not only are 
pamphlets and special notes included, but the larger works of Hassall, Del- 
ponte, Ralfs, Cooke, Kirchner, Wolle, and the reviewer are constantly cited 
with scrupulous exactness. The index, which the author is justified in call- 
ing "iocupletissimus," deserves high praise, and will certainly be of great 
service to all students of Desmidiacas. Dr. Nordstedt is to be congrat- 
ulated upon the successful completion of this great work. — De Toni. 
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The appearance of Nordstedt's Index is welcomed by all students of 
desmids as an exceedingly useful work. During his thirty years of work on 
the desmids the author has labored to keep up with the bibliography, and 
while the present index is not quite complete, bibliographers know how diffi- 
cult a thing it is to have access to every article published upon a subject so 
much written about. The index is, however, approximately complete, and 
one can gain a good notion of its fullness from the fact that about 1200 titles 
are listed. Over twenty exsiccatae are listed which contain desmids among 
other algae, in some cases the desmid numbers being given. The index 
proper includes families, genera, species, subspecies, varieties, and forms, 
arranged alphabetically, and the citations under each are arranged in chrono- 
logical order, giving abbreviated names of authors and titles of the 
work in which the species is mentioned, so that the entire literature of' 
each species is indicated. Under each citation is indicated what the char- 
acter of the reference to the species is, as description, observations or 
notes, measurements only, name only, description of zygospore, figure of 
zygospore, other illustrations cited by number and plate. In the index there 
are about 24,000 such citations (under Botrytis alone about 180). All names 
are included in the index which would be needed in a study of the synonymy. 
Following the usual addenda is a chronological list of genera, and an alpha- 
betical list of species under the genera. — G. F. A. 

The African flora. 

The flora of Africa has received lately a largely increased share of atten- 
tion, and our taxonomic literature is being flooded with descriptions of 
African novelties and monographs of various groups. One of the most prom- 
inent names connected with the African flora is that of Dr. Welwitsch, who 
was commissioned by the Portuguese government to explore their African 
possessions, broadly known as the province of Angola. In 1853 this explorer 
began his work, and in the face of tremendous obstacles in the way of sickness, 
difficulty of travel, opposition of natives, etc., spent seven years in the most 
unremitting labor. His herbarium is undoubtedly the best and most extensive 
ever collected in tropical Africa. The riches of his collections were indi- 
cated from time to time through his own publications and those of the vari- 
ous monographers to whom he submitted material. Permission was obtained 
from the Portuguese government to take his collections "to England and 
other northern countries" for study, and to this study he devoted the rest of 
his life, his death occurring in 1872. His name is familiar to every botanist 
as the discoverer of Welwitschia, so elaborately described by Sir Joseph 
Hooker. His enthusiasm as a collector may be inferred from his sensations 
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